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illusion, and imposing their illusions upon the un-
derstanding. We need some " judicatory instru-
ment" by which to verify the declarations of our
several faculties, which instrument would itself
need to be verified, and so we should enter on a
process which runs into the infinite. It is God
alone who can save us from ourselves and bring
us to the resting-place of His truth.

Such reduced to miniature proportions is Mon-
taigne's apology for revealed religion. His temper
of suspended judgment made belief difficult and
disbelief no less difficult. At one time he dis-
missed as fables the tales of witchcraft, ghosts,
prognostications, and the like. Afterwards he
thought it more intellectually prudent to suspend
his judgment and consider in each case the evi-
dence for alleged facts. He was not able to reject
exact testimony even for a modern miracle. But,
being slow to move, he inclined a little towards
the solid and the probable. He would not be
threatened or cuffed into credulity, even though
it was orthodox. " How much more natural and
more probable it seems to me," he says, " that
two men should lie than that one man in t\velve
hours should pass, even with the wind, from the
Orient to the Occident; how much more natural,
that our understanding should be borne away
from its place by the volubility of our disordered
mind than that one of us should be carried, fiesfi                       289abric who has the capacity
